
for treatment only when the periosteal abscess has been
formed. Under these circumstances the abscess must be

immediately incised, the bone perforated, and all diseased
tissue removed. Even here the prognosis is generally
favourable. Secondary abscesses, when developing with
fever, must be treated exactly like primary abscesses. In

osteomyelitis at the upper epiphysis of the femur or

humerus, the epiphysis is sometimes completely sepa-
rated. This lesion may, however, heal if the parts are kept
in the completely extended position. The author still

treats osteomyelitis of the wrist and ankle with simple
incisions. All treatment is, of course, hopeless in those
rare and serious cases of osteomyelitis in which the infec.
tion is so virulent as to carry off the patient in about two
days, before any localisation of the disease has had time to
show itself. 

-

CORONERSHIP OF THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM.

AT a special meeting of the Birmingham City Council on
the 2nd inst., on the proposal of the Mayor, Mr. Joseph
Ansell was appointed temporarily to the post of coroner for
the city of Birmingham, a vacancy having been created by
the death of Mr. Henry Hawkes. The permanent appoint-
ment will be made by the first week of D 3cember, an arrange-
ment which will afford the committee time to sift more tho-

roughly the qualifications of the aspirants to the coroner’s
office. Mr. Oliver Pemberton has definitely resolved to
contest the vacant coronership, and as Mr. Councillor
Wilders has retired in his favour, he is at present the only
medical candidate for the appointment. He comes forward to
vindicate the claims of the medical profession to such a post
with an extensive medico-legal knowledge, and the possession
of qualities which eminently fit him for properly discharging
the duties of the coroner’s court without fear or favour.

PUBLIC HEALTH IN NEW SOUTH WALES.

Two interesting documents have been issued by Mr.
Edmund Sager, the Secretary to the State Board of Health
of New South Wales. One relates to typhoid fever, which
has been so grave a source of death in Sydney and its
suburbs. Indeed between 1876 and 1885 the mortality from
this one cause varied between 46-07 and no less than 102’17
per 100,000. Fortunately diminution set in after this date,
and the rate, though not continuously diminishing, has on
the whole undergone substantial decrease, until in 1890 it
was reduced to 36-6 per 100,000. To some extent this
result is believed to have been brought about by a wet
season, during which the street gutters, drains, and other
foul places were washed out; but the new sewerage scheme
and the extension of the Prospect water-supply have 
also had a share in it. In one case an outbreak i

involving fifty-nine cases was traced to neglect of 
a local authority in administering the Dairies’ Super-
vision Act, and the second document referred to relates
to action under this statute. The actual administration of
this Act is carried out by the local authorities, but central
inspectors supervise it. The need for it is convincingly set
forth in the official report in question, and its extension to
districts immediately beyond the metropolitan area has
been decided on, both on account of the general sanitary
state of these more distant dairies, and because the milk-
supply for the city comes more and more from beyond the
urban precincts. Somewhat recently 347 samples of water
found on dairies were submitted to analysis, and no less
than 155 of these turned out to be polluted and unfit for
human consumption. Where infectious disease is found
to prevail in dairies stringent precautions are taken.
Thus, pending the removal of a patient to hospital the
registration of a dairy is suspended. In another matter
the colony seems to be suffering from a difficulty which we

have to face ourselves. We refer to the increase of

diphtheria- a matter which, as at home, is assuming some-
what serious proportions. Quite apart from the dispropor-
tion in the number of children in the city and in the sub-
urban district, there seems to be some special influence at
work in the latter area which causes a great excess of sub-
urban diphtheria. This is to some extent attributed to
the influence of emanations from tips for garbage and
other refuse ; but it was pointed out early this year

by Dr. Thorne Thorne, in the Milroy Lectures on this

subject, that ordinary sanitary circumstances can hardly be
held to be accountable for the increase of this disease, since
that increase has steadily and continuously gone hand in
hand with progressive improvement in our national sanitary
state. The influence of aggregation of children for educa-
tional purposes was, on the other hand, shown to be inti-
mately related to the rapid spread of diphtheria in England,
and it may be that this same circumstance may be in

operation in New South Wales, and that differences in

aggregation, whether as regards the number of children or
the conditions under which they are collected together, may,
in some measure, explain the different incidence of the
disease in city and in suburbs. The subject is one that seems
to call for further investigation, and our home experiences
may possibly be useful to that end.

THE LEPROSY COMMISSION.

DR. inJCKMASTER, ot St. Georges Hospital, one ot the
members of the Leprosy Commission which has been

inquiring into the subject of leprosy in India during the
past ten months, has returned to London. The remaining
members are also on their way home, and it is believed that
the report of the Commission will be ready before the end
of the year. It will of course largely deal with the questions 
of heredity and contagion, and the practical conclusions to
which their investigations have led the commissioners.

GOVERNMENT BY GUARDIANS OR BY
PARLIAMENT.

IT is high time that the British people knew whether
they are to be governed by local authorities or the Imperial
Parliament. We are perfectly willing for our part to let
everybody that pleases have the small-pox and other pre-
ventable diseases (in spite of the Prince’s wise words, " If
disease is preventable, why is it not prevented ?"). Nobody
can gain by that arrangement but the medical profession.
We say we are perfectly willing for everybody to have pre-
ventable diseases if they please-on one condition, that,
after due deliberation in Parliament, this conclusion is
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reached but we protest against Bumbredom assuming
that he has authority to override Acts of Parlia-
ment, by neglecting to make appointments which the
law requires to be made in order to carry out these Acts.
The high health of this nation and metropolis has not been
reached by the wisdom of guardians and vestries, but
by the action on these bodies of Parliament, and it is
treason to the constitution to allow any guardian to
induce his board to play with arrangements meant to

protect the community from the most deadly diseases. The

Mile-end Board of Guardians contains members who,
judging by reports which appear from time to time in the
local press, think the board wiser 

than Parliament, and
who wish to induce it, contrary to the plainest intima-
tion by the clerk of the illegality of such a course, to
forego the appointment of a vaccination officer. One
member of the board speaks of the vaccination law as one
imposed in the dark ages, and declares that medical science
had said vaccination could not stand. Surely this gentle-
man might wait till the Royal Commission reports. If

he is so sure of the support of medical science, he can



afford to let the profession down gently, and have the
grace of denouncing that which has been its chief glory,
and which has saved life more palpably than any other dis-
covery. We call upon all sensible guardians to support the
law. Their ownauthority rests on law. One of their own

officers, vain of his superior intelligence, has the same right
to disobey their orders as they have to disobey the law.

FLANNEL BANDAGES IN LOCOMOTOR ATAXY.

DR. LEIDY of Philadelphia has recently directed attention
to the utility of a flannel bandage, firmly applied, for the
relief of the shooting pains in the limbs associated with
spinal disease, particularly locomotor ataxy. The use of
such a means of relief was suggested to him by the benefib
which he has seen derived from firm bandaging in the

painful spasms which occur in the limbs after injury; and
now, with six months’ experience of the remedy, he
recommends it strongly. He found that the firm application
of a flannel bandage from the toes up to the middle third of
the thigh afforded very great relief to lightning pains. In
the same way, the application of a firm abdominal binder
gave almost immediate relief to the distressing girdle
sensation which is so common. If the bandage or binder
were removed from the seat of pain it was found that the
abnormal sensations recurred very soon, and Dr. Leidy is
inclined to regard this simple artifice as of considerable

importance. The good effects, he believes, result from the
warmth of the bandage, combined with the pressure which
it produces and the condition of rest which it ensures.

THE PUNISHMENT FOR DRUNKENNESS IN
MEDICAL MEN IN THE UNITED STATES.

THE offence of drunkenness in a medical man is a very
serious one. In olden times, if we are to believe the story
books, it was by no means uncommon for men of high
standing to drink deeply, and sometimes grievously to
commit themselves before their patients. It may well be
that the general tone of morals on this subject was so low
that more forbearance was shown the practitioner than is
extended to him now for a similar fault. Be that as it may,
there is a very great difference in the severity with which the
offence is regarded and, happily, in the rarity with which
it occurs. A medical man who so plays with alcohol as to
be, we will not say incapable of professional duty, but on
the verge of incapacity is generally now soon detected. In

many cases he himself perceives his danger, and has the
good sense to absolutely part company with his enemy. If

not, the process of degradation and misfortune is rapid,
and, without incurring legal process or disability, he loses
practice and credit. This sure fate of the medical victims
of intemperance is not quick enough for the United States,
where some unusual legislation has lately taken place. In
the State of Georgia, according to the New York Medical
Record, a statute has been passed by the Legislature which
disqualifies for further practice any medical man who has
once been convicted of drunkenness, and imposes a heavy
penalty on him if he attempts to practise again. In New
York there is a statute to the same effect,but more mild and
discriminating in its spirit. It runs as follows: "A physician i
or surgeon, or person practising as such, who, being in a state
of intoxication, administers any poison, drug, or medicine, i

or does any other act as a physician or surgeon to another ’

person, by which the life of the latter is endangered or his
health is seriously affected, is guilty of a misdemeanour."
Another section declares that, if under like circumstances ’

the patient’s death results, the physician is guilty of man-
slaughter. We cannot defend the severity of the Georgian law,
and our contemporary regards it as a deliberate insult to the
practitioners of the State. A vice that has been so common,
and withal so leniently regarded by mankind, is surely not

to be treated, in a first conviction, so severely. The case is 
’

different where the vice is persisted in. Georgia is a State
where there is almost an equal number of black and white
citizens. It may either be that the vice is more common, or
the belief in severe measures greater, than in other popula.
tions. In any case, while drunkenness is a vice to be dis.

couraged, and even punished, by those that exercise

discipline in the great profession of medicine, it is
indefensible in a Legislature for one conviction to deprive a
man of his professional status. The proper remedy for the
State to adopt would be to reduce the number of competing
medical schools which hold loosely the gates of the profession
and which let in those who are unworthy, and out of this
reduced number to constitute a Board who should have
power to judge of the efficiency of schools and to exercise
discipline over all admitted to the profession. A medical
man who frequently gets drunk brings his profession into
discredit, and his profession should have the right of judging
him.

THE DEATH OF MR. PARNELL

As various rumours have been put in circulation in refer-
ence to the sudden termination of the illness of Mr. Parnell,
it may be well to indicate the salient points concerned in the
fatal issue of the malady to which Mr. Parnell has so speedily
succumbed. The subject of rheumatic fever accompanied
with hyperpyrexia (above 106’F.) received striking elucida.
tion in the classical work thereon by the late Dr. Wilson
Fox. Cases of this kind, which are not uncommon, rapidly
terminate fatally (unless the fever can be reduced) in con.
sequence of failure of the heart’s action, delirium, and
coma. It would seem from the experience of some observers
that should the rheumatic fever follow circumstances in.

volving great nervous strain, this complication is more

likely to ensue. Death in these cases is not necessarily the
result of pericarditis or endocarditis, but seems to be rather
due to some special action of the nerve centres regulating
the production of heat. -

SHOCK FROM AN ELECTRIC LIGHT WIRE.

IN the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal a case is
recorded illustrating one of the dangers incurred in
America in connexion with electric lighting. The case
is described by Dr. F. W. Jackson, and was that of
a young, strong man, aged twenty-two. While driving
along a street his horse’s feet became entangled in an
electric light wire which had broken away from its pole
connexion. The horse finally extricated himself, reo

moving, however, in the course of doing so, some of

the insulating material. It is supposed that the patient,
in his attempts to remove the wire, probably seized it at
one of the unprotected points, and he was immediately
thrown a distance of ten feet against the curbstone and
back again into the middle of the street. He then swayed
backwards and forwards several times, when from some
unknown cause the current suddenly broke, and he
fell to the ground unconscious. He remained in this
state for ten minutes, when he partially regained
consciousness. When he was first seen by Dr. Jackson,
about two hours after the accident, his pulse was 100,
strong and bounding, temperature 100&deg;, his pupils were

dilated, he was nervous and irritable, and his reflexes are
said to have been increased. He also suffered from severe
headache. The anterior surfaces of both hands and arms
were blackened from the tips of the fingers to a point
midway between the wrists and elbows, and were very
sensitive to touch. Another curious phenomenon was that
the muscles would violently contract on the least irritation-
a condition of things which disappeared on the second day.
He suffered from severe headache accompanied by sleepless-


